PREFACE TO FIFTH EDITION
thk purpose of this book, as suited in the Preface to the First Edition,
is "to set lorth the great principles of geography in its human aspects;
to pntvuk- a comprehensive, but easily taught textbook for students who
have reached an age when they begin to think for themselves; and to
furnish to normal-school students and to teachers in elementary schools
a book which will give them a solid grounding in the human relation-
ships which they arc eager to teach* Many books have been written on
anthrnpogt"ography< but there seems to be great need of a book which
sums up the present stains of that subject and at the same time translates
it into the simpler terminology of human geography.
"The method of the book is to take up lirst the physical background,
not dwelling on it technically, but merely sketching the main outlines,
and providing an adequate basis if the teacher wishes to go further*
In ease of such relatively simple matters as water bodies, little or no
physiographic treatment is deemed necessary, for such details as the
ditlrrcncc between a meandering and braided river have little effect on
man's activities. The fundamental principles of climate, on the other
hand* have been quite fully treated because of their supreme importance
in determining man's mode of life. Nevertheless, pure meteorology
receives less attention than in most of the physiographic textbooksr^hich
.ue now the main reliance in teaching advanced geography. ., r
"After the physical background has been sketched each chapter or
pan of the book plunges directly into the main theme, thai is, tie rela-
tion of the physiographic environment to man's activities, Thisf is the
pan of geography which is most interesting, most practical, and most
ulc.uKitetJ 10 call forth genuine thought and concentrated ciTort on the
part of the student. It Ls also the part which in most books is more or
less incidental or secondary, whereas it is here the primary object/1
The chief points in which the First Kdnion of this book differed from
other advanced textbooks of geography were its concentration on human
icliilit»i)ship.s; its emphasis on the effects of climate rather than upon the
physical and meteorological sides of the subject; its insistence on the im-
portance of vegetation and diet; and its interpretation of political geo-
graphy. This last: part of the subject does not mean the study of political
divisions, but of the political relationships, both domestic and foreign,
which arise out of geographic conditions*

